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LEESTON LEARNERS - Legends in the Making 
 
Ko nga akonga o He Puna Karumata 
He rangatira mo apopo 
 
Thursday 20 August 2026 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Ko e ʻumuʻimuʻa ʻe ʻuli e tāpangai 
“In unity, there is beauty and harmony” 

 
 
 

Tena koutou katoa, 
 
Thank you to Lisa McClure and the Waiwhio team teachers for organising an amazing overnight camp 
experience for their students. This involved a day in the city visiting the Antarctic Centre and Inflatable 
World followed by an evening of activities and sleeping over in the Waitatari block. School based activities 
took place the next day including a delicious lunch cooked in a Lovo (Fijian earth oven).  
A huge thank you to all of the Parents and Caregivers who supported this camp and helped make it such a 
fun and rewarding experience. 
 
Congratulations to all of our students who represented our school in our Speech Competition with 
Dunsandel and Southbridge School. All speeches were entertaining, informative and of a very high 
standard leaving the judges with difficult decisions. Leeston School had success in both categories with 
Aoibhinn winning the Year 5 category and Scarlett first and Clark second in the Year 6 category, Tu meke. 
 
Leeston School also had success in the recent Zone Winter Sport tournament. Our rugby and football 
teams won their competitions and will be representing our zone at the Canterbury tournament. 
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Best of luck to our school Jump Jam team who are competing in the Strictly Jump Jam competition in 
Christchurch this weekend. The team of Year 5 and 6 students have been working extremely hard all year 
and are well prepared for this event.  
 
A reminder our school will be closed tomorrow (Friday 21 August) for a Teacher Only Day. This day will 
enable us to work alongside our neighbouring schools as part incorporating and gaining knowledge of the 
new maths curriculum. 
 
Nga mihi nui 

Dean Paton 

 

 
 

Children can wear anything YELLOW on Friday 28th August and we would appreciate a gold coin, 
or you can donate directly on our Daffodil Day fundraising page below. 

 
Thank you for supporting our fundraising for Daffodil Day and making a real difference to our 

community and for New Zealanders impacted by cancer.  
 
 

Fundraising page name: Leeston Consolidated School Team 
Fundraising page URL: https://www.daffodilday.org.nz/leeston-consolidated-school-team  

 
 
LITERACY WEEK 
Week 7, term 3 will be an exciting week for literacy. We have organised a number of 
activities around books for the students. 
Parents and grandparents are welcome to come into school to read to children at 
morning tea. The library will be open from 10.40 -11.00am every morning to enable 
interested caregivers to read to their children or a group of children. 
The library will also be open from 1.30 -2.00pm with different activities for the children to 
Enjoy. 
 
At the end of the week on Friday 4 September, we will be having a book character 
parade at 9.10am. Students are welcome to dress up as a book character and if they 
can bring the book- that would be great! 
Literacy Focus Group 

 
 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.daffodilday.org.nz_leeston-2Dconsolidated-2Dschool-2Dteam&d=DwQFaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=6lRuU-5zLH3LKICX6s8-SxdwVhEDJAA92QeLIyaPiCY&m=mNpSVZHcnatqysT1OrVPrid1f7mEJoWiZaTtyXOZN7KQbNK6Dhk0O2zOOkoQVCvX&s=CK74gjtfUxdkSSrI1SoM2ncgNC76mDqFMbnk2qeeFYY&e=
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CLASS PLACEMENT FOR 2027 
Early in term four our team leaders will be starting to organise class structure and student placement 
for 2027. Children will be placed in classes that will cater for their learning level and are grouped with 
children of their year level. Composite or mixed classes are part of the yearly composition of class 
structure.  
We would like to give you the opportunity to provide us with information on your child’s learning, health, 
emotional and social needs for us to consider while making class placements. Please email these to Lynda 
at principal@leeston.school.nz by the end of this term (Friday 25th September). Please note that we 
cannot look at requests for specific teachers. 

 
 

KAHUI AKO SPEECH FINALS 2026 
 

 
 

SCHOLASTIC BOOKS 

Issue 6 of the Scholastic Lucky Book Club is now available. Book online with the current issue 
number 6 – www.my book club.scholastic.co.nz. Orders close 3pm, Thursday 3rd September. Please 
note the quick turnaround is so the books will arrive in time prior to the school holidays.  

 
ELLESMERE ZONE WINTER TOURNAMENT 2026 
On Tuesday 18 August, our winter sports teams headed down to Leeston Domain for the 
Ellesmere Zone Winter Tournament. We were excited to have two football teams, two netball 
teams and a rugby team representing our school and competing against teams from 
Dunsandel and Southbridge Schools. 
 
While it was certainly a chilly day at the Domain, we were very fortunate that the rain held off, 
allowing everyone to get out on the fields and enjoy a full half day of competition. 
Our teams showed great enthusiasm, determination and sportsmanship, giving their best in 
every game and supporting each other along the way. It was fantastic to see everyone 
continuing to play hard, even in the cold conditions. 
 
A big well done to all our players for their effort and positive attitudes. We are very proud of the 
way you represented our school! The football team and rugby team will be going on to 
Canterbury. 

mailto:principal@leeston.school.nz
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A big thank you to all the parents for walking down with the teams, and supporting the teams at 
the event. Also, thanks to John Legg who got out the pads and painted the lines for the football 
fields…. appreciate your work! Also, the Ellesmere College students for helping to ref the 
games. Lastly, a big thank you to all the teachers and players for making this a great 
tournament. Leeston legends! 
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Hot dog lunch is back! 
 

Order your child’s hot dog from the link or the MyKindo app. Easy as! 

 
https://shop.kindo.co.nz/app/login?shop=Leeston%20Consolidated%20School&service=hot_dog

_wednesday_  
 

 

https://shop.kindo.co.nz/app/login?shop=Leeston%20Consolidated%20School&service=hot_dog_wednesday_
https://shop.kindo.co.nz/app/login?shop=Leeston%20Consolidated%20School&service=hot_dog_wednesday_
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DATES TO REMEMBER 
Refer to our website for further term updates 

 

20 August Discovery Dome -Waitātari   
Newsletter 

21 August  TOD 

24 August Cohort Entry 

26 August  Cricket Yr 1 - Yr 4 

27 August Waitātari Firewise Visit  

28 August Wear Yellow - Daffodil Day - Gold coin donation please 

31 August - 4 September Book week 

1 September PTA Meeting 7pm 

2 September PTA Hot Dog Lunch Fundraiser 

3 September Newsletter 

4 September Father’s Day Breakfast 7.30am 
Book Character Dress Up parade 
Whole School Assembly -11.30am All welcome 

7 September Canterbury Duathlon 
BOT Meeting 6pm 

11 September Kids Discovery Plant out day TBC 

14 September Choir practise Avonhead School 

15 September Cohort School Visit 
St Johns lessons - Waitatari 

16 September St Johns Lessons - Waitatari 

17 September Cantry Winter Tournament 
Newsletter 
Starting School Parent evening - 7pm 

18 September Kids Discovery Plant out day p/p 
Whole School Assembly - 11.30am All Welcome 

22 September Cohort School Visit 

23 September Pō  Whakangahau TBC 

24 September Syndicate reward day 

25 September Term 3 Finishes 

12 October Term 4 Starts 
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COMMUNITY NOTICES 

  
 
 
 
 
Tuning into kids is free. This group will 
start in term three and finish term four.  
20 spaces available. Parents/caregivers 
attend without children.  
 
Link to register: 
Tuning in to Kids Registration - Mana 
Ake 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Halloween Fun in Leeston  
Papier Mache Workshops 
5th September Southbridge Playcentre and 13th September Ellesmere Scout Den Leeston 
To help people get their entry for the Spooky Papier Mache Competition ready, we are running a couple 
of 1 hour workshops (as above).  They will run 11am-12pm.  The cost per adult is $10 which will go 
directly to either the playcentre or the scouts.  This is to cover the use of the room. 
Register for the workshops here:  https://bit.ly/EllesmereSpookyWorkshop 
 
Spooky Papier Mache Competition 
Last year it was Papier Mache Pumpkins - this year it can be anything Halloween themed.  Entries close 25 
October.  Enter here:  https://bit.ly/EllesmereSpookyEntry.  Entries will be displayed in Ellesmere Art and 
Craft Hub from 21 October, and open to voting by the public.  Final voting will be done at the Halloween 
Disco on 31 October. 
 
 
 
Disco for Under 10's 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__manaake.health.nz_tuning-2Din-2Dto-2Dkids_&d=DwMGaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=kORnLuWdtCAXi1OTDT-iV2GtDZJWVJV9YfAfJ3JZJI0&m=Nq6I9UBKpVGSlWVnV1WiWc-WPl_j_QVWZVaTX6wfI_ILtihsFC1BUZVybyxkS1eT&s=o7PjfPmoD0ZhehYkmCbKdek-_e9AFx9rEMJgF4kj31k&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__manaake.health.nz_tuning-2Din-2Dto-2Dkids_&d=DwMGaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=kORnLuWdtCAXi1OTDT-iV2GtDZJWVJV9YfAfJ3JZJI0&m=Nq6I9UBKpVGSlWVnV1WiWc-WPl_j_QVWZVaTX6wfI_ILtihsFC1BUZVybyxkS1eT&s=o7PjfPmoD0ZhehYkmCbKdek-_e9AFx9rEMJgF4kj31k&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__bit.ly_EllesmereSpookyWorkshop&d=DwMFAw&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=6lRuU-5zLH3LKICX6s8-SxdwVhEDJAA92QeLIyaPiCY&m=7Am5bElPAOGB4csbhb34pW8xhH0KzWyrzOydxnT8HheHzyZYLNrpL_YhqJLvBtLk&s=ZeCqDap1XPXyC7JXeXYDNHI1UHVXSOlcje-kc5IWkDI&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__bit.ly_EllesmereSpookyEntry&d=DwMFAw&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=6lRuU-5zLH3LKICX6s8-SxdwVhEDJAA92QeLIyaPiCY&m=7Am5bElPAOGB4csbhb34pW8xhH0KzWyrzOydxnT8HheHzyZYLNrpL_YhqJLvBtLk&s=zjGvbZAxYEDhjeVqlFE8Ir4qIqVsZzQIUdMD4J6rQSQ&e=
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Last year was such a success we're doing it again. Saturday 31 October, 5-6pm at Ellesmere College.  A 
safe place for your little one to dress up and have fun!  Every child booked in will receive a treat bag to 
take home.  Prizes for best female & male costume donated by Filamental 3D Design.  A Spot Prize 
donated by Cycling the Dream.  Southbridge Playcentre will be doing Facepainting - $5 ea or 3 for $10.  
There will also be a Sausage Sizzle $2.50.  While this is a free event we do need you to book a ticket 
(https://bit.ly/DiscoBooking) and a gold coin donation is appreciated (not compulsory) just to help with 
expenses. 
 
 

 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__bit.ly_DiscoBooking&d=DwMFAw&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=6lRuU-5zLH3LKICX6s8-SxdwVhEDJAA92QeLIyaPiCY&m=7Am5bElPAOGB4csbhb34pW8xhH0KzWyrzOydxnT8HheHzyZYLNrpL_YhqJLvBtLk&s=lILXgXz3FkMj_1XvEVJkm8ksV5o6Hj8H5ypwUdY8gAk&e=
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